Complete remission of recurrent glioblastoma multiforme following local infusions of lymphokine activated killer cells. Case report.
We report the case of a 26-year-old man in whom glioblastoma multiforme had recurred six months following a subtotal resection. Despite radiotherapy and a course of interferon beta and ACNU, the tumour increased in size (to 3 cm) and there was neurological deterioration. Treatment was then initiated with LAK cells, together with ACNU and interferon beta. After three courses of LAK cells, tumour size was markedly reduced, and at about six months the tumour had nearly disappeared on computed tomographic (CT) scans. At one year, and after nine courses of LAK cell therapy (total dose of 2.7 x 10(9) cells) infused via an Ommaya reservoir and supplemented by ACNU and interferon beta, the tumour has disappeared and the patient is considered to be in complete remission since 6 months. This marked response is thought to be due chiefly to LAK cell therapy. The relatively low dose administered was well-tolerated.